1915 — 1965
FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

ST. THOMAS’ ANGLICAN CHURCH

TORBOLTON, ONTARIO



IN THE BEGINNING . . .

On January 12, 1872, St. Thomas was given “one quarter acre
more or less” of land on the farm of James and Susan Abbott. The
present site was transferred to St. Thomas, Jan. 18, 1876 by John
Hedley and his wife. A document was forwarded to the Rt. Rev.
John Travers Lewis, requesting him to consecrate St. Thomas
Church and cemetery both being free of debt. Names attached to
this document were: John W. Weatherdon, W. J. Humphries, Thos.
I. Vance, Thos. Vance Sr., Wm. Wilscn, John Hedley, Thos. Wetherley.

On the 20th day of December, 1882 Bishop Lewis consecrated
the first “St. Thomas”, the small frame church many still remember
with deep affection.



To the Congregation
of St. Thomas’ Woodlawn,

My Dear Friends:

Congratulations on the Fiftieth Anniversary of your fine
church.

St. Thomas’ Church is a credit to the faith and leadership of
the late Canon Franklin Clarke and tc the self-sacrificing efforts
of all who worked with him in 1915, some of whom, I am thankful
to say, are still worshipping there. Many of you have worshipped in
this church since childhood and have given a splendid example of
loyalty to thcse who went before you in the way you have main-
tained and improved the building and churchyard. You and they
and those who have come more recently have witnessed by your
faithfulness that a community is a more wholesome place when the
worship of God is made central in it. St. Thomas’ is set in your
parish as a constant reminder that God is in the midst of His
people todredeem and save, and to strengthen us for our service in
His World.

From St. Thomas’ many have gone to cther places, grateful
for their Baptism and witnessing as faithful soldiers and servants
of Jesus Christ wherever they are. As they serve God I'm sure their
minds often turn back in thanksgiving for the place in which they
had their first lessons in the Faith. As I think of those former
parishioners who bear their witness in other places, my mind gces
to the Bishop of Nova Scotia, the Right Reverend William Wallace
Davis who typifies in his outstanding leadership in that large diocese
all that is best in your tradition.

Our minds will also go at this time of anniversary to those
who once worshipped God in this place and now worship in His
nearer Presence. We thank God for them and pray that we may
so live our time as those who believe “in the communicn of saints,
the forgiveness of sins and the resurrection to life everlasting”, that
we may manifest the love of God in a world that needs “a true
faith and a sure hope”.

May God bless you and your anniversary tc His glory and the
furtherance of His purposes.

Faithfully yours in Christ,
ERNEST OTTAWA, Bishop






