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O n J a n u a r y 1 2 , 1 8 7 2 , S t . T h o m a s w a s g i v e n Ò o n e q u a r t e r a c r e
m o r e o r l e s s Õ ' o f l a n d o n t h e f a r m o f J a m e s a n d S u s a n A b b o t t . T h e

present site was transferred to St. Thomas, Jan. 18, 1876 by John
H e d l e y a n d h i s w i f e . A d o c u m e n t w a s f o r w a r d e d t o t h e R t . R e v .
John Travers Lewis , reques t ing h im to consecra te S t . Thomas
Church and cemetery both being free of debt. Names attached to
this document were: John W. Weatherdon, W. J. Humphries, Thos.
I . Vance, Thos . Vance Sr. , Wm. Wi lson , John Hed ley, Thos . Wether ley.

O n t h e 2 0 t h d a y o f D e c e m b e r Õ , 1 8 8 2 B i s h o p L e w i s c o n s e c r a t e d
t h e fir s t Ò S t . T h o m a s Ó , t h e s m a l l f r a m e c h u r c h m a n y s t i l l r e m e m b e r
w i t h d e e p a f f e c t i o n .



To t h e C o n g r e g a t i o n
o f S t . T h o m a s Õ W o o d l a w n ,

M y D e a r F r i e n d s :

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s o n t h e F i f t i e t h A n n i v e r s a r y o f y o u r fin e
c h u r c h .

S t , T h o m a s Õ C h u r c h i s a c r e d i t t o t h e f a i t h a n d l e a d e r s h i p o f
t h e l a t e C a n o n F r a n k l i n C l a r k e a n d t o * t h e s e l f - s a c r i fic i n g e f f o r t s
o f a l l w h o w o r k e d w i t h h i m i n 1 9 1 5 , s o m e o f w h o m , I a m t h a n k f u l
t o s a y, a r e s t i l l w o r s h i p p i n g t h e r e . M a n y o f y o u h a v e w o r s h i p p e d i n
t h i s c h u r c h s i n c e c h i l d h o o d a n d h a v e g i v e n a s p l e n d i d e x a m p l e o f
l o y a l t y t o t h o s e w h o w e n t b e f o r e y o u i n t h e w a y y o u h a v e m a i n Â
t a i n e d a n d i m p r o v e d t h e b u i l d i n g a n d c h u r c h y a r d . Yo u a n d t h e y
a n d t h o s e w h o h a v e c o m e m o r e r e c e n t l y h a v e w i t n e s s e d b y y o u r
f a i t h f u l n e s s t h a t a c o m m u n i t y i s a m o r e w h o l e s o m e p l a c e w h e n t h e
worship of God is made central in it. St. ThomasÕ is set in your
p a r i s h a s a c o n s t a n t r e m i n d e r t h a t G o d i s i n t h e m i d s t o f H i s
people to redeem and save, and to strengthen us for our service in
H i s W o r l d .

F r o m S t . T h o m a s Õ m a n y h a v e g o n e t o o t h e r p l a c e s , g r a t e f u l
f o r t h e i r B a p t i s m a n d w i t n e s s i n g a s f a i t h f u l s o l d i e r s a n d s e r v a n t s
o f J e s u s C h r i s t w h e r e v e r t h e y a r e . A s t h e y s e r v e G o d I Õ m s u r e t h e i r
m i n d s o f t e n t u r n b a c k i n t h a n k s g i v i n g f o r t h e p l a c e i n w h i c h t h e y
h a d t h e i r fir s t l e s s o n s i n t h e F a i t h . A s I t h i n k o f t h o s e f o r m e r

p a r i s h i o n e r s w h o b e a r t h e i r w i t n e s s i n o t h e r p l a c e s , m y m i n d g o e s
t o t h e B i s h o p o f N o v a S c o t i a , t h e R i g h t R e v e r e n d W i l l i a m Wa l l a c e
D a v i s w h o t y p i fie s i n h i s o u t s t a n d i n g l e a d e r s h i p i n t h a t l a r g e d i o c e s e
a l l t h a t i s b e s t i n y o u r t r a d i t i o n .

O u r m i n d s w i l l a l s o g o a t t h i s t i m e o f a n n i v e r s a r y t o t h o s e
w h o o n c e w o r s h i p p e d G o d i n t h i s p l a c e a n d n o w w o r s h i p i n H i s
n e a r e r P r e s e n c e . W e t h a n k G o d f o r t h e m a n d p r a y t h a t w e m a y
s o l i v e o u r t i m e a s t h o s e w h o b e l i e v e Ò i n t h e c o m m u n i o n o f s a i n t s ,
t h e f o r g i v e n e s s o f s i n s a n d t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n t o l i f e e v e r l a s t i n g Ó , t h a t
w e m a y m a n i f e s t t h e l o v e o f G o d i n a w o r l d t h a t n e e d s Ò a t r u e
f a i t h a n d a s u r e h o p e Ó .

M a y G o d b l e s s y o u a n d y o u r a n n i v e r s a r y t o H i s g l o r y a n d t h e
f u r t h e r a n c e o f H i s p u r p o s e s .

F a i t h f u l l y y o u r s i n C h r i s t y

E R N E S T O T T A W A y B i s h o p



D e a r F r i e n d s o f

St . ThomasÕ Congregat ion, Torbol ton

Your Historical Committee have kindly invited me to send a
message for your booklet in marking the Anniversary, and it is an
h o n o u r t o s h a r e i n t h e o b s e r v a n c e s .

O n e o f m y d u t i e s i s t o b e C h a i r m a n o f t h e C h u r c h H i s t o r i c a l
Society of our Anglican Church oi Canada, and our Society considers
i t i m p o r t a n t t h a t e v e r y P a r i s h a n d c o n g r e g a t i o n s h o u l d t r y t o p r e Â
s e r v e i t s r e c o r d s a n d k e e p i n f o r m e d a b o u t i t s h i s t o r y.

W e w i l l a l l w i s h a t t h i s t i m e t o t h a n k G o d f o r o u r A n c e s t o r s Ñ

f a t h e r s a n d m o t h e r s a n d i n s o m e c a s e s g r a n d p a r e n t s w h o h a v e l e f t
n s s o g r e a t a h e r i t a g e i n S t . . T h o m a s Õ C h u r c h a n d C o n g r e g a t i o n .

M a y t h e A n n i v e r s a r y b e m a r k e d b y f r e s h d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o g o
f o r w a r d i n t h e s p i r i t a n d f a i t h o f o u r f a t h e r s .

E v e r s i n c e r e l y.

W I L L I A M W , D A V I S

B i s h o p o f N o v a S c o t i a


