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Cordova Bay United Church

Announcements

Upcoming Events
Sunday, December 21

e Worship, 10am, In-Person and Livestream
Followed by Fellowship Time in the Hall Pastor Beth Parsons

bethparsons@cbunited.ca

Minister

Wednesday, December 24

e Christmas Eve Service, 4pm, In-Person and Livestream Music Director

Sunday, December 28 Sharon Prindle-Collins
o Worship, 10am, In-Person and Livestream sprindlec@gmail.com
Followed by Fellowship Time in the Hall

Saturday, January 3 Council Chair

« Memorial Service for David Staples, 2pm Atholl Malcolm
Followed by a Reception in the Hall drmalcolm@drmalcolm.ca

Sunday, January 4 Children and Youth

« Worship, 10am, In-Person and Livestream Program Coordinators
Followed by Fellowship Time in the Hall
Grace Cave

gracelovescoffee@gmail.com
Spirit Kids Moira Dennis
during the holidays Onsite Office Hours moirapaints@icloud.com

Dec 22—Jan 4 250.818.2114

Please note that the Spirit . ! i
: : Onsite office hours will be as T
IO gt Yl (NECE follows during the holidays: ~reasurer

offered on Sundays, Dec 28 Peggy Dayton

and Jan 4. Children are Mon., Dec. 22, 9am—2pm treasurer@cbunited.ca

welcome to remain with their
: . [ Tues., Dec. 23, 9am—11:30am
parents for the entire service; Mon., Dec. 29, 9am—2pm Office Administrator

activities for them will be ]
available in the usual area of Tues., Dec. 30, 9am—11:30am Jane Shumka

the Sanctuary. office@cbunited.ca
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Here are all the programs and activities
happening at CBUC
December 21—January 3
Church activities are listed in yellow.

Sunday, December 21

e Worship, 10am, Sanctuary

o Victoria Chinese Gospel Church, 2pm, Sanctuary,
Hall, Youth Lounge, Friendship Room

Monday, December 22
e Yoga, 11am, Hall
e Jazzercise, 6pm ,Hall

Tuesday, December 23
o Jazzercise, 8:30am, Hall
e |H Adult Day Program, 9:30am—3pm, Hall

Wednesday, December 24
e Christmas Eve Service, 4pm, Sanctuary

Thursday, December 25
e Victoria Chinese Gospel Church, 5pm, Sanctuary,
Hall

Saturday, December 27
o Jazzercise, 8:30am, Hall

Sunday, December 28

e Worship, 10am, Sanctuary

« Victoria Chinese Gospel Church, 2pm, Sanctuary,
Hall, Youth Lounge, Friendship Room

Monday, December 29
e Yoga, 11am, Hall
« Jazzercise, 6pm ,Hall

Tuesday, December 30

o Jazzercise, 8:30am, Hall

e |H Adult Day Program, 9:30am—3pm, Hall
o Karate, 6:15pm, Hall

Wednesday, December 31
e Jazzercise, 6pm, Hall
o Victoria Chinese Gospel Church, 10:30pm, Hall

Thursday, January 1
o Jazzercise, 8:30am, Hall

Friday, January 2

o Jazzercise, 8:30am, Hall
e Yoga, 1pm, Hall

o Karate, 4:30pm, Hall

Saturday, January 3

e Jazzercise, 8:30am, Hall

e Zumba, 10:30am, Hall

« Memorial Service, 2pm, Sanctuary, Hall

ETHEL WILSON WOMENS GROUP
REQUEST

Fellow CBUC Members! We need your help. We
are looking for volunteers (men or women) that
are able bodied and strong with a good back to
help with the set up and take down of the table
and chairs that are used for the Memorial Teas.

This entails coming an hour before the service,
takes about 15 min and then coming at the end of
the tea usually about 2 hours after service starts.
Again takes about 15 minutes. We would like to
set up a roster so your names are readily
available to call when needed for these
occasions.

If interested please contact Miranda Andersen,
250.516.5319 or email miranda04@me.com.

Thank you.

g

2k & ourplace

Our Place Society Holiday
Donation Catalogue

This year, Our Place is making the holidays extra
special. Their team has put together a list of the
most impactful gifts you can provide to people in
need in Victoria.

With this guide, you can add a gift to your list that
means everything to someone. These are gifts of
comfort and joy. A cup of coffee builds
connection, a counselling session begins healing
lifelong trauma, and a computer reconnects
families and rebuilds careers.

When you choose one of these gifts, you'll be
making the holiday truly special for someone in
our city. And with every gift, you'll receive a free
print or digital certificate that describes what your
gift is making possible. Share it with a loved one
for a meaningful holiday present, or display it
yourself as a reminder of the hope you've given
this year.

Looking for a gift idea? Check out all the gifts
the team has put together this year here:

www.ourplacesociety.com/12days
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The sounds of joy fill Cordova Bay United Church

The sounds of joy filled Cordova Bay United Church on Sunday as dance, song and music helped to
celebrate the third Sunday in Advent.

The congregation entered the church to delightful Christmas music performed by the Cordova Bay United
Church Band led by Glenn Parsons.

Raven and Wren Styles began the service with a stunning liturgical dance to the tune of Carol of the Bells.
A series of poems reflected on joy and God were then interspersed with solos and choir anthems.

The CBUC choir led by music director Sharon Prindle-Collins sang the anthem Angels Shout the News
Tonight.

That was followed by a wonderful solo by young Sarah Cave, accompanied on piano by Pastor Beth
Parsons.

The choir next performed Rise Up, Shepherds and Follow.

Then Grave Cave gave an uplifting solo of Mary Did You Know?, with Lynn Dennis accompanying her on
piano.

The choir closed its series with Star Led and Wonder Beyond.

Margaret Chambers and the chime choir — Peggy Dayton and Sharon Prindle-Collins — performed during
the offering.







A message from the Affirming Committee
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9.

What is an Affirming Ministry? "Affirming ministries work in many different
ways towards the healing and wholeness of creation.”
The work of affirming ministries seeks to:

- challenge bias and discrimination based on appearance, ability, culture,

class, or age;

- end racism;

- promote economic justice;

- increase accessibility;

- care for the planet.
“Affirming ministries seek to go beyond issues of gender identity and sexual
orientation to work for justice and inclusion for all people." (Open Hearts:
Resources for Affirming Ministries in the United Church of Canada, 2020, p. 1).

. We’re already welcoming, so why become Affirming? Cordova Bay United

Church is a very welcoming church, but Affirming goes deeper. It is public,
intentional, and explicit in showing our celebration and commitment to diversity
and inclusion with love for everyone - without conditions.

. When did this start in the United Church of Canada (UCC)? The Affirming

program launched in 1992. The UCC officially endorsed the program in 2000 and
has encouraged its ministries to participate since then.

. When did this start for Cordova Bay United Church? Cordova Bay United

Church Council gave approval Nov. 25, 2024, to start the journey of education
and discernment for our congregation.

. The Affirm Committee started in March 2025 to learn more about the process

and assist the congregation with its understanding of Affirming Ministry. The
process typically takes one to two years.

. What will this mean for the congregation? Your Affirm Team will explore ways

to bring information to the congregation in an easy manner. For example, we will
be asking to be an agenda item at several committee meetings.

. At the end of the education and discernment process, Cordova Bay United

Church will hold a congregational vote to decide whether to become an Affirming
Ministry.

. Committee members so far: Atholl Malcom (drmalcolm@drmalcolm.ca), Glenn

Parsons (glennparsons.88@gmail.com), Melissa Nagy
(melissamayemail@gmail.com), Lois Axford (Idtaxford @gmail.com), Michelle
Climie Wiebe (mich6226 @shaw.ca), Patricia Lockhart
(patricia.lockhart@hotmail.com), and pastoral presence Rev. Beth Parsons.

To join the committee or for further information, please contact a committee
member.

10. Stay tuned! # More information will be coming in January 2026.
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DR. ADAM JONATHAN CON, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

VOCALUENSEMBLE

illuminare

NIGHT BEFORE LIGHT

2025-2026 SEASON

FEATURING
Elaine Hagenberg's llluminare
with Cascadia String Ensemble

CAPRICCIO.CA

DEC 22 AND 23,2025 | 7:30PM

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, VICTORIA




