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From the Rector
“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with
this testimony for the churches. I am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star.” The Spirit and the bride say,
“Come.” And let everyone who hears say,
“Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty
come. Let anyone who wishes take the water
of life as a gift...The one who testifies to these
things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the
Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.
(Revelation 22:16-21)
These are the last words written in the Book of Revelation, the last words of Holy
Scripture. Jesus identifies himself as the Revelation, the Messiah, the Bridegroom
of the Church. He offers an invitation for the thirsty (the suffering Church) to
come to him for refreshment in the water of life. He then announces that he is to
return, and the Church cries out, “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”
As you've heard me state on more than one occasion, I believe the Book of Revelation provided hope to the suffering Church of its day, and can continue to offer us
hope that transcends the evil and suffering of our day. It discusses the Second
Coming, or Second Advent, of Jesus Christ. This Advent will complete the
transformation of the world: justice will be served, evil and death abolished, and a
new reality symbolized as the 'New Jerusalem' will break into this present order.
Advent has traditionally been a season where the Church has studied the Book of
Revelation. It has done so that we might anticipate the Second Advent as we
prepare to celebrate the First. In this way, we join with the Ancient people of God
who waited desperately for the coming of the Messiah. We in the AD era know
the name of the Messiah who came and who is to come, and so we cry the Advent
plea, “Come, Lord Jesus.”
But where are we inviting Jesus to come? At its most basic level, we are asking
Christ to hasten his return to earth in bodily form and complete the work of his
salvific activity. At another level, we recognize that Christ has already come, and
is indeed always coming to us through his Spirit. We may cry out, “Come, Lord
Jesus” when facing surgery, when one's safety is at stake, or when we are
depressed or anxious. We may pray it when the world endures catastrophes or
when waves of prejudice and violence sweep over our society. Or, we may even
pray it as an expression for spiritual renewal: for us, for our church, or even for our
country.
continued...
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From the Rector, Cont’d
This year we've held 70th Anniversary Celebrations to remind us of the ways Christ has come to us in the past.
We look forward to 2019 and the unique ways Christ will continue to come to us for another 70 years! Might
we use this Advent season as an opportunity to use the Advent prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus” to express our desire
for God to heal the world, our wounds, and to bring genuine spiritual renewal to St. Matthew's?
The great Christmas carol admonishes: “Let every heart prepare him room.” In Lent we are accustomed to
adapting spiritual practices to help us prepare for Holy Week. I wonder if it would not be fruitful for us to
consider undertaking a spiritual practice as preparation for Christmas: the practice of Sabbath? Walter
Brueggemann wrote a little book, called Sabbath as Resistance, where he notes that the ancient practice of
keeping a sabbath flies in the face of our consumer culture which keeps us so busy and distracted that our souls
run dry. In Advent, our busyness amps up in preparing for Christmas festivities. Many of these activities, like
shopping for example, only serve to further drain us as we frantically search to buy that perfect gift that we
think may best show our love for family and friends.
Instead of frantically running to and fro over the next few weeks, what would happen if we intentionally carved
out moments in our day as mini-Sabbaths to pray, “Come, Lord Jesus”? What will our experience of Christmas
be, as individuals and as a faith community, if we take times of rest and prayer in the lead up to celebrating the
Incarnation? What if we took the time to listen for Christ's invitation and expressed the deepest desire of our
hearts? Would we be changed? Would our church? Would our world?

“Let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come...Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”
Grace & peace to you this holy season,
~ Rev. Stephen

Praying Through Advent
To assist your spiritual preparation for Christmas, we have placed Advent devotional booklets
(God with Us by David Boyd) available in the Narthex. If you prefer an online resource, try
www.adventword.org and sign up with countless others in the Anglican Communion who will receive
daily devotions via email.
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Wardens’ Words
Despite the gloomy weather this Fall, one bright spot was coming to St. Matthew’s on Sundays and throughout
the week for renewed spiritual energy. Thank you to the clergy and all ministries for providing this to us.
The 70th Anniversary celebrations of St. Matthew’s are in full swing. The Hymn Sing on October 27th was
well-received by all who attended. Thomas Gonder played many favourite hymns while Rev. Stephen
narrated. The second event will be a reception on Saturday, December 1st. Past ministers and former
parishioners will recall their time at St. Matthew’s. It will be a celebratory occasion. We look forward to
visiting with our church family, past and present.
On the Human Resources side, we welcome Lisa Tait as our new Administrative Assistant. She will be
working on Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.. She will be liaising with the Clergy
and the Wardens to help with the operations of the Church. Many thanks to Lydia Cordie for her work as our
past Administrative Assistant.
The Wardens would also like to welcome Shantelle Hampton as Deputy Rector’s Warden. We look forward
to working with her and having input from the younger generation of the Church.
Turning to Finances – The financial picture, in a word, is bleak! A large amount of money still needs to be
raised for the ‘Pave to Park’ Fund. Although this was not a spiritually fulfilling or rewarding project, it was
necessary as the parking lot was in disrepair and a safety hazard. We are grateful for the gifts received to date
totaling over $15,000.00.
Outlined below is the financial position of the Parish as of October 31st, 2018. The numbers speak for
themselves.
2018

2017

Budget

Revenue

$232,696

$240,701

$244,191

Expenses

$253,154

$249,869

$246,408

Deficit

-$20,458

-$9,168

-$2,217

Financial gifts to the parish can be made at any time. Should you like more information regarding our
Pre-authorized Giving Program or use of online Paypal, please do not hesitate to contact the Wardens.

As we approach the end of 2018, we look forward to the continued 70th Anniversary celebrations and to the
joyous Advent and Christmas seasons.

The Warden Team – Stuart Watt, Karen Lee, Iain Shao, and Shantelle Hampton

Legacy Giving
Legacy Giving is a part of the Growing Healthy Stewards program. (p.7)
Legacy Giving is a gift deferred – a way of expressing our wishes now about how our resources are to be used
later. A legacy gift is a commitment made to protect those we love – and an opportunity to benefit
St. Matthew’s for generations to come.
Our preacher on November 18th was Michael Cassabon, Manager of Gifts and Legacy Giving for the Diocese
of Toronto. He made mention of several Legacies given in the past which now enable St. Matthew’s to function
in the present: i.e., the roof over our heads and the gardens that surround us.
There is an excellent brochure in the Narthex and the office which suggests options to provide for the future of
St. Matthew’s Church: Continue Your Caring: Leave a Christian Legacy to Your Family of Faith.
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Advent & Christmas Worship Services
Date

Time

Sunday, December 2nd
(First Sunday of Advent)

Worship Service

8:00 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Common Prayer
9:30 a.m. All Ages
11:00 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Alternative Services

Wednesday, December 5th

10:30 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Common Prayer

Sunday, December 9th
(Second Sunday of Advent)

8:00 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Common Prayer
9:30 a.m. All Ages
11:00 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Alternative Services

Wednesday, December 12th

10:30 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Common Prayer

Sunday, December 16th
(Third Sunday of Advent)

10:00 a.m. Eucharist & Children’s Christmas Pageant — All children
attending can participate. Light lunch to follow.

Wednesday, December 19th

10:30 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Common Prayer

Thursday, December 20th

7:30 p.m. Blue Christmas – A Special Service for those who have lost
loved ones and/or find it difficult to cope during the holiday
season.

Sunday, December 23rd
(Fourth Sunday of Advent)

8:00 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Common Prayer
10:00 a.m. Combined Worship
5:00 p.m. Family Christmas Service

Monday, December 24th
(Christmas Eve)

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Service (Carol Sing at 10:30 p.m.)

Monday, December 25th (Christmas Day )

10:00 a.m. Christmas Day Service

Sunday, December 30th
(First Sunday after Christmas)

Sunday, January 6th, 2019
(Second Sunday after Christmas)

8:00 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Common Prayer
10:00 a.m. Combined Worship

8:00 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Common Prayer
9:30 a.m. All Ages
11:00 a.m. Eucharist – Book of Alternative Services

Poinsettias for Christmas
The Chancel Guild invites the congregation to purchase Poinsettia Plants, in
Memory of loved ones and in Thanksgiving for blessings, which can be used to
decorate the Church for Christmas. Please provide the information about loved
ones and thanksgivings on a piece of paper, or fill out an order form available
in the Narthex and the office. Please place this on the collection plate, hand
deliver it or mail it to the church office. The plants are $12.00 each.
The last day for orders is Wednesday, December 12th.
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Prayer Ministries at St. Matthew’s
Do you know about these vital ministries? Do you
participate? Would you like to be included?
Partners in Prayer – our “prayer chain” has operated,
either by telephone or electronically, for 40 years.
More than 30 present and past parishioners will
regularly pray for you, your family, friends and
acquaintances to provide support during periods of
stress, anxiety, problems, and loss. If you have a
request, or wish to be part of the chain, please contact
me, Bob Holloway, and provide your email address or
phone number.
Intercessions – Prayers of the People – Requests for prayers led by a team of faithful and prayerful Intercessors
can be entered in a request form available on the Narthex Lectern. The given names entered are read aloud at the
8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services. Along with those petitions, the names of all parishioners and families are read
a few at a time in a progressive weekly rotation. At the 9:30 a.m. service, prayers are offered up, aloud or
silently, in a circle around the altar as part of the Eucharist.
Prayer Room – established 16 years ago, this “Chapel” is located across the hallway from the Parlour. This
lovely, peaceful, private, and quiet place is available for your use, and never locked, for those times when you
need and want to sit alone to meditate or pray.
Prayer Shawls – This ministry began 20 years ago in the USA and has spread widely in the Christian church and
other faiths. This quotation from one of the founding women is a fitting explanation of the ministry.
"Shawls ... made for centuries, universal and embracing, symbolic of an inclusive, unconditionally loving God.
They wrap, enfold, comfort, cover, give solace, mother, hug, shelter and beautify. Those who have received
these shawls have been up-lifted and affirmed, as if given wings to fly above their troubles..."
At St. Matthew’s, for several years volunteers have prayed as they knit shawls to be given to parishioners,
family members, friends, and acquaintances who are in need of comfort. One parishioner has knit over 100
shawls. I received one while recovering from major surgery and treasure it highly using it during my morning
prayers. Shawls are available for personal or gift purposes at no cost.
Anointing for Wholeness and Strength – Five years ago this Ministry of Anointing began at St. Matthew’s along
with 30 other parishes in the Diocese of Toronto. Four Lay Anointers were trained and licensed by our Bishop
and have been available at every 9:30 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. service since establishment. To receive anointing and
prayer, simply proceed to the Baptismal Font after receiving the elements. Anointing is personal for you and if
you have special needs for prayer for yourself or others, please advise the anointer. Laying on of hands with
anointing for healing may not be administered by the Lay Anointers. At the 8:00 a.m. service, anointing is
provided by clergy.
Bob Holloway – Interim Prayer Coordinator - 416 253 4909 – rholloway@sympatico.ca
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Club Matt
Seth Enriquez, Discipleship Ministry Associate
This Fall we have deployed our home-brewed three-year curriculum based on the words of St. Paul to the
Corinthians: Faith, Hope, and Love, the greatest being Love. Our desire is to share the love of God with our
young ones by teaching them that:
Year 1) Faith and understanding go together in relationship with God revealed in Jesus Christ.
Year 2) Hope is found in remembering that God securely holds our past, present and future in His hands.
Year 3) Love is not simply doing good but actually deeply delighting in God and delighting in each person God
has created, which drives us to share Jesus’ love.
Right now we are unfolding Year One. Our goal this year is to learn that faith is about a relationship more than a
set of propositions to accept, or our ability to master truth. To this end, we will learn the story of God. We will
learn about how God has reached out to humanity for lasting relationship, and how we have rejected God and
ended up alone, and how God didn’t leave us lonely but has come to us in Jesus and made us his family, the
Church.
Now, in order for anyone, from child to grown-up, to understand our goal for Year One we have to know the
story of the Bible. And to enter the story of the Bible, the story of humanity and God, we need to know the
stories of our relationship to God! So Club Matt has been focusing on sharing the stories in the Old Testament in
order to give our children the vocabulary and context of God’s love for us. For it’s when we learn the stories of
Scripture that we find our own story enmeshed in the Story of God. And when we see and learn the tapestry of
God’s Love woven into the story of the Bible, we learn how to recognize the tapestry of God’s Love woven in
our very lives.
Please pray for all of us serving in Club Matt, that we may faithfully share the stories of the Bible in ways that
are winsome, accessible, and true, and that we may truly love each member of Club Matt as God would have us
love them.

Youth
Seth Enriquez, Discipleship Ministry Associate
Our youth have been meeting regularly on Sunday mornings during the service time. We have completed our
first five-week series exploring the nature of Christian Faith. This five-week series focused on a correct understanding of faith. We learned that faith is confidence that God is who he says he is and that he will do all he has
promised to do. The question we asked each week was: “Are you trusting God with the critical areas of your
lives?” And each week this verse was our guide: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your
own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6 (NRSV)
We have now begun a new lesson series exploring the Spiritual Disciplines. Our devotional life is the focus of
this four-week series. The apostle Paul assures us that transformation begins with a renewed mind. The goal is
to recognize that as we begin to renew our minds to the truths of Scripture, our attitudes and behaviour will
change. Our goal is for each youth to learn that “If I can see as God sees, I will do as God says.” The critical
question that each of us, youth and adult, has to answer is “Are you developing consistent devotional and prayer
lives?” This is a searching question! But in order to faithfully share Jesus’ love, we must reflect on this and seek
to become more like Christ. As the apostle Paul says, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God — what is good and acceptable
and perfect.” Romans 12:2 (NRSV).
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Outreach: Messy Church
Messy Church was held on Saturday, November 24th from
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. The children assembled Christmas
Presents for Out of the Cold guests: socks, underwear and toiletries – toothpaste, toothbrush, shaving cream, razor, deodorant.
Thanks to parishioners for providing the items. In addition the
children made cards to go with the Out of the Cold gifts and
cards for St. Matt’s Friends for Friends shut-ins. These cards
have been much appreciated in previous years.
Advent Crafts for themselves included a wax candle holder from
clay, a battery-powered candle for Advent, a Stable with Nativity
figures, a glitter-globe tree decoration, and a donut Advent
Wreath for dessert. Thank you, Dawn and many helpers.
Dinner was home-made Shepherd’s
Pie! Yummy. Thank you Nancy,
Deborah, and Susan Hurn.
Messy Church is focused on children
and their friends but open to all generations as helpers: parents, grand-parents,
parishioners, and neighbours.

Growing Healthy Stewards
“We love /give /share because God first loved us.”
As you aware, St. Matthew’s is now well into its second year of the Diocese of Toronto’s Growing Healthy
Stewards program. This coached program is a stewardship education program that does not leave personal
stewardship to chance. Our stewardship is a part of how we live out our discipleship—essentially our call to be
fully committed followers of Jesus Christ. As stewards, we commit to a life of generosity in all aspects of our
lives with our generous giving of our Talents, Time and Treasures. The program spans a period of three years
and its success is measured by fourteen best practices.
This fall we have participated in two key activities, a Ministry Fair and the initiation of the Legacy Giving
program (see p. 3). The Ministry Fair was held on September 23rd. We do hope you had a chance to drop by
and learn more about our ministries within St. Matthew’s. We want to thank all those who contributed to make
this a success.
In November we launched the Legacy Giving program. On November 18th, we welcomed Michael Cassabon at
our Sunday worship services. Mr. Cassabon is the Manager, Major Gifts and Legacy Giving for The Foundation, Anglican Diocese of Toronto. Legacy Giving brochures are available in the Narthex. Should you have any
questions, please do not hesitate to contact any team member.
Welcome Kits are available in the Narthex, should you know of anyone who would like to learn more about
St. Matthew’s. Please feel free to pass them along.
Should you have any questions about the Growing Healthy Stewards program or would like to become involved
with the team, please contact Rev. Stephen, Rev. Merv, or any team member: Karen Lee, Kim Butler, Sandra
Wilson, Richard Farrar, Stuart Watt & Iain Shao.
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Do You Know Your Hymns?

This year’s Out of the Cold season started on Sunday, November 18th, 2018 and will run for a total of 20 Sundays, ending Sunday, March 31st, 2019. This wonderful ministry, jointly run by St. Matthew’s and Our Lady of
Peace, provides those less fortunate in our community with a delicious home-cooked dinner, good company,
movie and popcorn, a warm and safe place to sleep, a hot breakfast, a bagged lunch and most importantly, dignified treatment. In addition, our overnight guests have the opportunity to have their laundry done and “shop”
for new and donated clothing, as well as toiletries. We even offered haircuts last year!
Volunteers for the overnight shifts are needed. Please contact Bruce Gleeson at 416-239-9640.
Donations of items and money are always welcome. Below is our current “Wish List”:
*These items are particularly needed by our Guests
We have unfortunately had a couple of surprises this year: new cleaning requirements will cost $2,700 annually
and a washing machine breakdown will cost over $1,000. Your help with these monetary challenges is especially important this season.
Would you like to volunteer for the OOTC program or provide a dinner or lunch? If so, or if you have any other questions, please contact Ted at (647-227-4825).
Every year we provide 1000 meals and accommodate 500 guests overnight. We thank all of our volunteers and
donors for their hard work and generous contributions.
We would like to thank St. Matthew’s for the continued use of the facilities without which this ministry would
not be possible.
Ted Hampton, 647-227-4825
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Out of the Cold
This year’s Out of the Cold season started on Sunday, November 18th, 2018 and will run for a total of 20
Sundays, ending Sunday, March 31th, 2019. This wonderful ministry, jointly run by St. Matthew’s and Our
Lady of Peace, provides those less fortunate in our community with a delicious home-cooked dinner, good
company, movie and popcorn, a warm and safe place to sleep, a hot breakfast, a bagged lunch and most
importantly dignified treatment. In addition, our overnight guests have the opportunity to have their laundry
done and “shop” for new and donated clothing, as well as toiletries. We even offered haircuts last year!
Volunteers for the Over-Night Shifts are needed. Please contact Bruce Gleeson at 416-239-9640.
Donations of items and money are always welcome. Below is our current “Wish List”:
*These items are particularly needed by our Guests.

Only Men’s Clothing
Most needed:
Ski and Winter Jackets *
Men’s Blue Jeans *
Running Shoes *
Warm Winter Boots *
Backpacks (Large) *

Also needed:
Insulated Toques & Gloves
Men’s T-Shirts
Casual Footwear
Men’s Track or Sweat Suits
Men’s Casual Trousers
Hoodies & Warm Sweaters
New Socks
New Underwear (briefs, boxers,
thermal)

Toiletries:
Travel Size Shaving Cream*
Travel Size Deodorant*
Travel Size Toothpaste
Travel Size Toothbrushes
Disposable Razors (3+ blades)

We have unfortunately had a couple of surprises this year: new cleaning requirements will cost $2,700
annually and a washing machine breakdown will cost over $1,000. Your help with these monetary
challenges is especially important this season.
Would you like to volunteer for the OOTC program or provide a dinner or lunch? If so and if you have
any other questions please contact Ted at (647-227-4825).
Every year we provide 1000 meals and accommodate 500 guests overnight. We thank all of our volunteers and
donors for their hard work and generous contributions.
We would like to thank St. Matthew’s for the continued use of the facilities without which this ministry would
not be possible.
Ted Hampton, 647-227-4825

Church Calendars
Would you like a Church Calendar?
Enjoy all the special touches of having your very
own Church Calendar at home. Keep track of
important dates! Please call the office to place your
order: 416 231-4014.
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Cole & Amy Hartin—An Update
Dear friends and family at St. Matthew’s,
We hope everything is going well at the church and in your lives,
and trust you are looking forward to the journey of Advent
together. All is well for us in Saint John. Isaac is two years old
now, talks a lot, and continues to be obsessed with motorcycles.
Ambrose is four, and is now in pre-school. Over the past couple
of weeks, we were able to go sledding on the hill beside our
house, walk to the beach in the frigid cold, and have a “camp out”
in a tent in the boys’ bedroom. They are both busy getting ready
for our Christmas pageant. Isaac will play a sheep, and Ambrose
will be Joseph (though he was tentative about this after reading
about the way Joseph was thrown in a pit by his brothers in
Genesis; after we explained that he had conflated the two different
Josephs he was happier about his role).
Amy is doing well, meeting lots of friends, taking the boys on
adventures. She is helping to lead worship on Sundays and she
has really taken the lead with our Youth Group that is growing
week by week. Though the girls keep coming, we only have one
boy. Amy is also involved in planning and organizing the
Ministry Conference here in New Brunswick, summer 2019. In
January she is beginning a pottery course and starting a course at
Wyciffe via the distance program.
Things are going well at St. Luke’s, now with a full season of ministry in the rear-view. By God’s grace the
parish has continued to grow, and next year we are working on a plan of instituting some more small groups.
I have submitted my Dissertation and am looking forward to a defense date in early 2019. We hope to come to
Ontario as a family and stop in for a visit!
We have three spare bedrooms if anyone is on the East Coast!
~ Cole, Amy, Ambrose & Isaac

St Matthew’s 70th Anniversary Hymn Sing
On October 27, we joined enthusiastically in singing hymns, old and new, both prior requests from
parishioners and requests at the singalong. Thomas Gonder, as usual, excelled in accompanying our efforts,
complete with chimes and other special effects. Rev. Stephen was our emcee, announcing hymns and telling
stories both interesting and humorous between hymns.
We then enjoyed an excellent wine and cheese reception, organized, prepared and hosted by Marguerite
Locke and Diana Lewis.
Many remarked how peaceful and meaningful it was to be in Church, singing loved hymns at twilight.
We look forward to the Silent Movie event in the spring.
Sally Martin
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Diocese of Toronto: 158th Regular Session of Synod
Lay Delegates: Nancy Hurn, Deborah Hurn
Clergy Delegate: Rev. Stephen Blackmore
Synod was held in Richmond Hill at the Sheraton Hotel on November 9th and 10th. We had the pleasure of
representing St. Matthew’s among the 600 delegates. There were many Missional & Outreach Moments to
show how the Diocese is living out its vision. These Moments identified how communities are moving beyond
their walls to find new ways of meeting people who are not being reached by traditional forms of Church, and
how our churches are reaching out to the poor, the marginalized and the homeless.
We had the opportunity for conversations as we considered the proposed changes to the Marriage Canon to
incorporate provision for the marriage of same-sex couples in the Anglican Church of Canada. In groups of
three (others not known to us) we each spoke to two questions.


What would you like to say to the group about the proposed changes to the Marriage Canon? What are your
hopes and fears?



No matter what the result of General Synod’s vote in summer 2019, it will be met by both joy and hurt.
How can we face this? What does it mean to be a diverse people of God?

After telling our perspective three times, we then reported to our tables what we heard from others. This
information was compiled by Archbishop Johnson and Bishop Asbil, and then presented back to Synod. The
reflections will be collected and collated as part of our message to the Council of General Synod. There are
many perspectives based on theology, diversity, inclusion, and our expression of our values. Please see
www.Toronto.Anglican.ca for a list of Canon XXI changes being considered. Please continue to pray for
understanding and respect as we discern the future directions.

Synod gives Archbishop Johnson a standing ovation in thanksgiving for years of dedicated service
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Nancy Hurn, Archivist
Nancy Hurn Recognized for her Work
at the Anglican Church of Canada
Nancy Hurn, a long-time parishioner and our Parish Archivist, retired recently from her 40-year career as an archivist:
at the CNE, the City of Toronto and most recently as General
Synod Archivist with the Anglican Church of Canada. Her
most recent experience working with many indigenous people
across Canada as representative of the Anglican Church was
honoured by the Beardy Family, the Anglican Council of
Bishop Riscylla Shaw, Nancy Hurn and
Indigenous People, and the Inuvialuktun People of the Arctic.
Archbishop Fred Hiltz
Her work was also acknowledged by the Anglican Diocesan
Archivists and by Archbishop Fred Hilz and the staff at Church House on Hayden Street. Former General
Secretary Archdeacon Jim Boyles gave the homily referring to Nancy as “a good shepherd” as she carried out
her work.
Nancy has spoken internationally, in Canada, and at St. Matthew’s about the difficulties the survivors of the
residential schools have faced for almost 200 years. Recently she was quoted in the Toronto Star,
Le Devoir, La Presse, and the Washington Post regarding her work helping families track their children who
died while in the care of the residential schools. Several radio interviews were heard in Alberta and Ontario. In
these interviews she spoke about the role of Christians to reconcile with the indigenous people so that healing
can begin from the break-up of families, colonization, and the loss of language, culture, and land perpetrated by
the church and government of Canada. Nancy shared her compassion for the First Peoples across the world.
She has been inspired by so many devoted and caring people here at St. Matthew’s over the years.
Are you interested in learning more? Below are links to interviews and articles.
https://omny.fm/shows/ryan-jespersen-show/aug-27-jespersen-10-30-archivist-is-working-the-fa
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2018/08/25/archivist-helps-families-learn-fate-of-missing-residential-school-children/
https://www.anglicanjournal.com/general-synod-archivist-honoured/

Photo taken at the meeting of the Anglican
Council of Indigenous people in Prince
George, BC and includes Rev. Liz Beardy.

Photo taken at the feast celebrating the meeting of the
ITK (the national voice of Canada’s 60,000 Inuit) in
Inuvik, NWT. Photo includes Natan Obed president
of the ITK and those who received the awards given
to the Inuvialuktun Cultural Centre and the Anglican
Church of Canada General Synod Archives.
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St Anne’s Ladies Group
On October 22nd, ten members met in the parlour for the monthly meeting. Our guest speaker was
Patrick (Pat) Rickards who showed photos of his recent trip to Newfoundland & Labrador. Patrick gave an
informative talk of the island and the photos were excellent. Patrick also showed the group how to make a
3-D picture in a frame. If you are interested in this project, please speak directly to Patrick.
On Monday, November 19th we enjoyed our annual Christmas Luncheon at the Canadiana Restaurant. In lieu
of a gift exchange, each member gave $15 for a charitable donation which was split between Dorothy Ley
Hospice and Sleeping Children Around the World.

There is no meeting is December since it is such a busy time. This allows members to participate fully in
family time and church functions.
Our next meeting will be held on Monday January 21st, 2019 in the Parlour at 1:30 p.m. The program is not
yet confirmed as it is becoming very difficult to obtain speakers for a smaller group. Information will be
provided in the January announcements and the Church Bulletin. If anyone in the parish has any insight about
speakers I would appreciate hearing from you. All ladies of the parish and the community are welcome to join
us. Tea and refreshments will be served.
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas & God's Blessing to all.
~ Bertha Anstey, President.

St. Theresa’s Reunion

Members of the former St. Theresa’s ACW Group gathered over afternoon tea for a Reunion to mark the 70th
Anniversary of St. Matthew’s. St. Theresa’s original President, Marg Bastin, and Vice-President, Ann
Sim, related the story of its formation at the suggestion of Rev. Jim Harvey. Its focal group were the young
women of the parish who were given a mandate to manage and staff the Nursery on Sunday mornings. They
also hosted the Tea Room at the annual Holly Bazaar. Everyone introduced themselves (just in case appearances were somewhat altered by the passage of time) with their story about joining St. Theresa’s and
recounted some favourite memories such as making loaves of sandwiches for the Tea Room and making apple
pies for sale.
Everyone was glad that Rev. Stephen Blackmore attended. Former parishioners of St. Matthew’s who joined
the celebration were Jane Elphick (Moase), Karen McKenzie (Marshall), Peggy Shaw, Leslie Portch, Linda
Kibblewhite, Jamie Gerecke, and Carol Smith. Current parishioners were Ann Sim, Linda Dickson, Pat
Currie, Bea Wright, Ann McKay, Sally Martin, Marguerite Locke, Sandra Watt, Barb Landry, Mary Gleeson,
Karen Lee, and Kathie Oakden. Unfortunately, Margaret Horne (Harris), Glenys Buhrmann, Barb McDonald,
and Linda Harrison could not attend. A fine time was had by everyone, and it was suggested that we all meet
again on our next special church anniversary!
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Property Report - November 2018
We have had an exciting Fall with a number of fun projects to show for it.
The rectory roof has sprung numerous leaks partially due to our favourite neighbourhood racoon and squirrel
friends. The repair will take place in the next week or so and will prevent further damage.
The fire escape railing on the east side collapsed, but with the help of a local welder it is once again safe and
secure. It could do with a paint job but we think this could be performed by parishioners instead of paying a
painter. If anyone is interested in scraping and spray-painting the railing post repair please speak to Al or Ted.

We also had the pleasure of commissioning Atlas Paving to repave and repair the parking lot, including replacing
the parking curbs and catch basin by the gym doors. This is a noticeable improvement. Please take note of the
fundraising campaign to help with the associated cost if you are able.
Both faucets in the women’s gym washroom have been replaced and are looking great. The leaks in the women's
gym washroom and boiler room have also been repaired. Thank you to Anta Plumbing.
A locksmith has repaired the main doors of the church. The locks were plugged with broken keys and the dooropening mechanisms were worn out. This task was completed in early October.
The door handles to the Club Matt room have also been replaced to comply with fire code. One more handle is
needed and will be installed within a couple of weeks.

We are also planning to replace the worn weather-stripping at the entry doors.
The electricians came to replace a couple of bulbs and make sure the cross stays well lit.
We are looking into a number of future projects including:
1. The rectory chimneys are failing and need repair. This will likely be performed in the Spring.
2. Parlour broadloom needs cleaning.
3. New stage curtains for the gym.
4. Consider installing solar panels to further reduce electricity costs.
5. Replace counters in kitchens and washrooms.
6. Look into converting heating and hot water systems to more efficient cost-savings equipment.
Feedback from you as to any other improvements would be appreciated. The goal is to keep our facilities as
clean, attractive, and efficient as possible.
Ted Hampton and Al Thompson

Church Records
Deaths
Charles Henry Doidge
November 9, 2018
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Future Events
Last Day to order Poinsettias to decorate the Church for Christmas — Wednesday, December 12th.
Please contact Bridget Farrar, 416-622-0417.
Men’s Saturday Fellowship Breakfast — January 5, February 2, etc. at 8:00 a.m. All men of St. Matt’s are
invited to meet for breakfast at Montreal Deli at 2055 Dundas Street East in Mississauga. For more
information, please contact Colin Hall at colinhall1999@gmail.com or (416) 234-1376.
Reports to Vestry — Reports from all groups are due Mid-January. Provide these to Lisa in the office for
inclusion in the Vestry Report.
St. Matthew’s Indigenous Issues Group (SMIIG) — Wednesday, January 9th, in the Parlour, 2:00 p.m. Note
the change of time from evening to afternoon. All are welcome to learn about indigenous issues, and work
toward reconciliation. Regular meetings occur on the second Wednesday of each month. Contact Nancy Hurn
for information at 905-625-7848.
St Anne’s Ladies Group—Monday, January 21st, in the Parlour at 1:30 p.m.. Program to be announced. All
ladies are welcome. Tea and refreshments.
Annual Vestry Meeting—Sunday, February 17th, 2019, in the Gym following the worship service.

5230 Dundas Street West, Six Points Plaza
Etobicoke, Ontario M9B 1A8
Ph# 416-239-1114
www.canadianarest.com
mail@canadianarest.com
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Need a ride?
If you or anyone you know needs a ride to get to church please call Mary Gleeson at 416-239-9640
and she will do her best to find a driver for you. If you have an emergency getting to a doctor she
will also try to locate a driver for you.
Pastoral Care:
We have a group of parishioners who are willing to make visits to hospitals. If you know someone who is in hospital or recovering at home and would like a visitor, please contact Rev. Gail
Marshall at 905-602-4958.

Partners in Prayer: Should you desire prayer for yourself or for another person, please make details known to
Bob Holloway at 416-253-4909 or rholloway@sympatico.ca. If necessary, the request can be transmitted
through the church office.
Cycle of Prayer: “Beloved, pray for us.” This is Paul’s way of asking the Thessalonians to
pray for him (5:25) and it expresses the genuine need for believers to support one another
through prayer. Each Sunday, we will be praying for individuals and families of St. Matt’s in
the Prayers of the People. Each week, a few names will be mentioned in our prayers and we
will have the opportunity to support one another through prayer. Please take the time to remember these people during the week in your own prayers as well. If you do not wish to be
included in our “Cycle of Prayer,” please let the office know and we will be sure to keep your
name off the list.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: We continue to need your help! Prayer Shawls are provided to those who need the
warmth and comfort of God and St. Matthew’s. If you would like to offer to
knit a shawl, please contact Rev. Gail Marshall at 905-602-4958.

The Rev. Stephen Blackmore, Rector
416-231-3060 / stephen.blackmore@me.com

3962 Bloor Street West,
Etobicoke, Ontario, M9B 1M3
Tel: 416-231-4014
Email: office@saintmatts.ca
Website: www.saintmatts.ca

The Rev. Gail Marshall, Deacon
The Rev. Merv Mercer, Honorary Assistant
The Rev. Milton Dorman, Honorary Assistant
Mr. Seth Enriquez, Discipleship Ministry Associate
Mr. Thomas Gonder, Music Director
Lisa Tait, Parish Administrator
Tom Travaglini, Sexton/Verger

Sunday

8:00 a.m.

BCP, Holy Communion

Sunday

9:30 a.m.

All Ages, Holy Communion

Sunday

11:00 a.m.

BAS, Holy Communion with Choir

Wednesday

10:30 a.m.

BCP, Holy Communion

St. Matthew’s & Social Media:
Our Sermons are on-line! www.saintmatts.ca
Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/StMatthewsAnglicanChurch
Privacy Policy: St. Matthew's will not sell or distribute in any way the Email address of any Parishioner.
To be removed from the distribution list, please contact the Church at 416-231-4014 or office@saintmatts.ca.

