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THE
HISTORIAN’S CORNER
Neil Murray

Sir William Johnson –
Irishman, Hero, or Exploiter?
Born into the Irish Catholic
gentry, William Johnson would
become a wealthy land-owning
colonist settling in New York’s
Mohawk valley. It is believed
Johnson was born around 1715 in
County Meath. His uncle, Peter
Warren would eventually
purchase vast tracks of land in the
“Mohawk Country” and summon
his nephew, Johnson, to
immigrate to the Colony of New
York to manage this estate. Upon
his arrival in the colonies Johnson
became quickly aware to be
Catholic was a business
hindrance. Being a man of

ambivalent morals, Johnson
would be considered a war hero
by the British, held in high esteem
by the Iroquois, hated by the Irish
Catholics, and an enemy to the
birth of the United States.
By the 1740’s it became apparent
that without a conversion to the
Episcopal Church, Johnson could
not advance his business interests.
It is believed it was during this
time Johnson would renounce his
Catholicism and convert. He
would begin to court the Six
nations of the Iroquois in business
dealings that some indicate reflect
a continuation of his Catholic
beliefs. Treating the natives fairly
and with honesty was not the
practice of the European nations
of the day. Johnson would not
only earn the respect of the
Iroquois but would be named a
honorary sachem. Learning the
language and customs specifically
that of the Mohawk, Johnson
would quickly become a very rich
man.
By 1755 the British and French
were engaged in the French &
Indian War in a quest to dominate
North America. Johnson was
chosen to lead a force of 5,000
native and colonial soldiers on an
expedition to destroy Fort
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Frederick on Lake Champlain. It
would be at the Battle of Lake
George that Johnson would gain
military fame. He would lose his
close friend, Mohawk Chief
Hendrick, would be shot in the
“fatty part of the upper thigh”, and
would show 18th century
compassion for his advisory
French Baron Dieskau that would
result in the British naming him
head of British Indian affairs.
After the British victory in the
French & Indian War, Johnson
would continue to be a powerful
man in British North America.
Founding Johnstown, New York
in 1762, he would eventually
marry a Mohawk woman and
have at least six children with her.
His son John Johnson would take
over the family legacy in the
Mohawk valley and become an
enemy of the United States during
the American Revolution.
Lacking the diplomacy of his
father, John Johnson would find
himself on the losing side of the
Revolutionary War.
Historical review of this
complicated man reveals a
dilemma. Did he demonstrate
sympathy for the oppressed, or,
was he simply exploiting the
oppressed for his own gain? It

cannot be denied Johnson differed
considerably to many approaches
of the time in his dealings with the
Mohawk. Painting a picture of a
man enlightened and one who
respected the native way of life.
To be Catholic was to be hated in
British North America. As
mentioned earlier, Johnson
renounced his Catholicism to
advance his own career. But, did
he retain his Catholic sympathies?
By leading a British force against
French Catholic troops this
question becomes unclear.
Most historians, myself included,
believe Johnson was a crafty
manipulator of self-serving
interests. It would be after the
French & Indian War his true
colors become clearer. Already a
very wealthy man, he used his
influence to threaten Iroquois
land. No longer needing the
Mohawk for British military
expeditions, he would cast his net
over most of the Iroquois land
claiming it for himself.
Furthermore, it would be Johnson
who would recruit, then exploit
the poor Irish Catholic immigrants
of the late 18th century to work as
laborers on his vast landholding
claim. All of this points to a man
who charmed the Iroquois and
exploited the Irish for his own
sake. This begs the question.
Was Sir William Johnson
sympathetic to the Irish Catholics
and supportive of the Jacobins
like his own family who suffered
from shameless oppression? Or,
was Johnson a man who saw a
group of desperate people he
knew he could easily exploit for
his own gain? Many historians
believe he was the latter. He
chooses the Mohawk and Irish
Catholics as weak victims to

exploit, and, not because of any
cultural sympathy.
Sir William Johnson’s
contribution to American history
cannot be denied. He was
instrumental in the British victory
of the French & Indian War. This
war, the “War that made
America” would begin our own
Revolution. His development of
the Mohawk valley and the boost
the economy it would produce is
noteworthy as well. What also
cannot be denied is that Johnson
clearly and in a calculated fashion
renounced his Catholicism and
would exploit his own people, that
of the Irish Catholic for his own
gain. What has historically
emerged is a picture of a
complicated and self-serving man.
Sláinte,
Neil

ULSTER AOH MONTHLY
MEETING UPDATE
Michael Creeden

1.Meeting opened at 7:30 pm by
AOH President, Jim Carey
2.Paul Geary provided his
monthly Treasurers Report
4.Bill Murphy provided monthly
Calendar Fundraising Report
5. Jim Carey discussed the need to
seek and find new members. Also
provided a reminder for members
to please pay their dues.
6.Upcoming events (info on
Facebook Page)
•Pub Sessions at Tony’s Sunday
of the month at 2:30 PM
•Gaelic Language Classes every
Friday
•Bagpipe Lessons Saturday
Mornings at ARACE
7.Meeting closed at 8:30pm.

Next Meeting July 9, 2019

ULSTER COUNTY AOH
DIVISION 1
FACEBOOK & TWITTER
Dan Carey

If you are in the AOH, LAOH,
JRAOH, or Pipe Band and would
like to learn more about these
initiatives or help manage them,
please feel free to contact me via
Facebook.
In the meantime, please check us
out at the links below:
• Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/Ul
sterAOH
Twitter: @UlsterAOH
We also have pages’ setup for the
Irish Cultural Center Hudson
Valley. They can be found at:
• Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/IC
CHudsonValley
• Web: http://www.icchv.org
• Twitter: @ICCHudsonValley
Finally, if you have any pictures,
events, or announcements you
would like to have posted on the
AOH or ICC Facebook pages,
please send a message to either
Facebook Account.

IRISH CULTURE CENTER
(ICC) - HUDSON VALLEY
www.icchv.org
Bob Carey

We continue to promote Irish
Culture and Irish traditions
throughout the valley. Good news
for the ICCHV as we move

forward to the building phase of
the ICCHV Cultural Center.
Come to the AOH meeting on
July 9th and hear all about it.

speak it. Then you will have your
answer!

Kingston X-Country Summer
Series (Summer Series), five cross
country runs over 5 consecutive
weeks, starting Wednesday July
10th 7PM Twin Lakes.
Children’s runs 7years of age and
under and 8 to 14-year old
precede each race. Kick off BBQ
following the race. Distances
graduate weekly from 3 to 5
miles. There is one change to the
race this year having one
additional race at Williams Lake
in lieu of Hurley Rail Trail. Go to
www.ICCHV.org to register
online or down load a race app to
send in. You can also sign up at
the race. Email Kevin Roach
kmroachster@yahoo.com or
call/text (845) 706-8811. with any
questions. Special thanks go out
to our sponsors: CYO, Keegan
Ales, Ryan & Ryan Insurance,
Independent Financial Services,
Bausch & Keegan Attorneys,
Hudson Valley Foot Associates,
Begnal Jeep Motors, FastSigns
and Rondout Savings Bank.
Special thanks to the property
owners who provide us use of
their land: Twin Lakes, Coleman
High School, Hudson Valley Ice,
and Williams Lake Project.

TRAD MUSIC SESSIONS
Tony’s, Broadway, Kingston, NY
To resume in the Fall
The ICCHV continues to sponsor
many programs of Irish Cultural
interest. Please check our website
www.icchv.org
ICC Meetings- once a month on
the 4th Tuesday at 5:30PM, 20
Broadway, Kingston, NY
If you are not receiving Irish
Cultural Center Hudson Valley
update emails about meetings and
events and would like to receive
the emails, please send an email
to-- communicate@icchv.org and
your email address will be added
to the list.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep in your prayers all our
members who may be
experiencing ill health. Please
keep in your prayers Dr. Jim
Cone, Don Hastings, Jr., Jim
Long, Bill Yosh.

PIPE, DRUM AND HONOR
GUARD NEWS
Scott Benson

Each of us in the band form our
oldest members to our children
have a great time and a lot of fun
together. Thanks to all you have
sponsored us for this season and
we continue to book dates
throughout the year.

Had a great time recently at the
350th Birthday of High Falls,
The Graduation Ceremonies at
Rondout High School and
Ellenville High School
DUES------DUES
Upcoming events:
DUES ARE DUE FOR 2019
July 4th - Saugerties 4th of July
Kevin Ginty has sent you a bill for Parade
your membership dues—even if
July 12th Kingston Children’s
you owe 2 years.
Day Parade
July 20th Towns 4 Troops BBQ
Let’s everyone pay your dues as
July 27th - Ulster County
soon as possible. As you know
Volunteer Fireman’s Parade in
the $25.00 annual dues is split
Highland
IRISH LANGUAGE CLASSES between Local AOH- State AOH
August 17th Dutchess County
and the National AOH
HIGH MEADOWS SCHOOL
Volunteer Fireman’s Parade in
Friday night Call Bob McDonald
Red Hook
Remember we need to pay for all
The only question that remains is
Sept 1st Hooley on the Hudson™
those
on
our
membership
list
for
this:
Sept 7th Ulster Hose 5 - 911
National
and
State
Dues.
Send
"Do you wish to know the
Ceremonies
your dues and also for any other
language that is your birthright?"
Sept 11th Kingston ceremonies
prior years to:
Sept 11th Town of Ulster
UCAOH Div 1
If the answer to this question is a
Ceremonies
PO Box 2026
YES or a MAYBE, then come and
Kingston, NY 12402
pay us a visit and see and hear and

Sept 11th Port Ewen Volunteer
Fire Department – 911
Ceremonies
Sept 14th Sullivan County
Volunteer Fireman’s in Rock Hill
October 20th First Responders
Mass – St. Peter’s Rosendale
10:00 AM Mass

Please check us out on Facebook,
Instagram, and our website (work
in progress).
https://m.facebook.com/UlsterCounty-Junior-AOH1507063246269731/

We are back at practice in will be
adding some new tunes to our
repertoire and are working on
enhancing our playing with
harmonies and technical
developments. We practice every
week, Monday evening, 6:30pm
at the White Eagle hall; feel free
to join us if you are interested.

As always, we need your help to
spread the word. Nephews,
Cousins, Grandsons, Family
Friends... we need them all to
join! Please help keep the AOH
alive by infecting our youngsters
with the same beliefs and cultural
richness as we have!

Feel free to join us at any event
and all are welcome to come and
learn Saturday mornings with Jim
Carey or with the band at Monday
night practice.

http://instagram.com/ulsterjunioraoh
http://www.ulsteraoh.com/Junior/20
Division.htm.

AOH
“LUCKY THREE” IRISH
CALENDAR WINNERS
Bill Murphy

Keep searching out those Irish
sons that qualify for membership.

JUNE

AOH JUNIOR DIVISION

06/01 #523 $35 Valerie Dwyer
06/01 #523 $35 Luke Sexton
06/07 #363 $35 JoAnn Peroitti
06/10 #307 $35 John Proscia
06/12 #174 $35 Jerry Woodvine
06/14 #796 $35 Rose & Ed Boyle
06/16 #438 $125 Margaret
Dodson (Father’s Day)

Dave Jackson

Participation in the JAOH is at an
all-time high!!

The Lucky Three Ticket is based
on the 3-digit number of the NYS
Evening Pick Three Numbers. As
in past years all you need to do is
pick your number and Pay your
$25.00 This year, we have raised
the payoff to $35.00 per day You
have a chance to win $35.00 each
day of the year…

Firecracker Red, White
and Blue Cake

Please call me directly for
involvement - Dave Jackson 845389-5150. Any input and
assistance are welcomed!!

The Pipes, Drums or participate as
part of the Honor Guard you are
welcome. Call for information
THE IRISH SHOW
about the band. Please contact
Jim Carey or Robin Carey at 338- Every Sunday Morning at 8:00
AM WKNY with Ken Brett and
6622 or any member of the band.
Bill Yosh. www.1490wkny.org

MEMBERSHIP
Sponsor someone for
membership. Applications are on
the website and dues are only
$25.00 per year.

06/17 #803 $35 Todd Jordan

Arlene Cummings

•
•
•

Prep
20 MIN
Total 2 HR 20 MIN
Servings 12

Celebrate Fourth of July in style
with a red, white and blue dessert
made from Betty Crocker™ Super
Moist™ white cake mix, Betty
Crocker™ Rich & Creamy vanilla
frosting and red and blue food
colors!
Ingredients
1 box Betty Crocker™ Super
Moist™ white cake mix
1 ¼ teaspoons Betty Crocker™
red gel food color
1 ¼ teaspoons Betty Crocker™
blue gel food color
½ cup Betty Crocker™ Rich &
Creamy vanilla frosting (from 16oz container)
2 teaspoons Betty Crocker™ red,
white and blue candy sprinkles, if

desired
Steps
1 Heat oven to 350°F. Generously
spray 12-cup fluted tube cake pan
with baking spray with flour.
2 In large bowl, beat cake mix,
water, oil and eggs with electric
mixer on medium speed 2
minutes, scraping bowl
occasionally. In small bowl, place
1 cup of the batter; stir in 1
teaspoon of the red food color
until blended. In another small
bowl, place 1 cup of the batter;
stir in 1 teaspoon of the blue food
color until blended.
3 Pour red cake batter into bottom
of pan. Carefully pour remaining
white batter over red batter in pan.
Carefully pour blue batter over
white batter. (Blue batter does not
need to cover white batter
completely; it looks better if it just
forms a ring in the center of the
white batter.)
4 Bake 40 to 45 minutes or until
toothpick inserted in center comes
out clean. Remove cake from
oven. Let stand 10 minutes,
remove from pan to cooling rack.
Cool completely, about 1 hour.
5 Place cake on cooling rack over
waxed paper or cooking
parchment paper. In small
microwavable bowl, place 1/4 cup
of the frosting. Microwave
uncovered on High 10 to 15
seconds or until thin enough to
drizzle over cake. With spoon,
drizzle warmed frosting back and
forth over cake in striping pattern.
Divide remaining frosting
between 2 small microwavable
bowls. To 1 bowl, stir in 1/4
teaspoon red food color until well
blended. Microwave uncovered
on High 5 to 10 seconds or until
thin enough to drizzle. Drizzle
over cake. Repeat with remaining
bowl of frosting and 1/4 teaspoon

blue food color. Sprinkle candy
sprinkles on top. Let stand about
30 minutes or until frosting is set.
Store loosely covered at room
temperature.

LAOH DIVISION 5
NEWS
Jean Steuding

NO MEETING IN JULY
NEXT MEETING
August 6, 2019
VFW
Rte 9W
6:00 PM
The weather was perfect, the food
was delicious and the camaraderie
was at its best at our annual June
gathering end-of-the year party.
Sue Feeney hosted this wonderful
get-together at her home.
Because of the beautiful weather,
we were able to have the event
outside. We were honored to
have Fr. Kearney, Fr. Scafidi and
Fr. Maichiki join us. Chrissie
Wrixon and Pam Boyle were the
co-chairs, and as always, they did
a great job setting up, ordering the
food and making sure everyone
had a good time. We also thank
all those who helped set up and
clean up. We had a good turnout,
and it was a nice way to begin the
summer season. Thank you, Sue,
for your hospitality and for all you
do for the LAOH!
We had our third stint at
TenBroeck Commons playing
bingo with the residents. Wow,
what a turnout of LAOH

members! Every member had a
job, the prizes were beautiful and
were really appreciated, and we
all had fun! If you haven’t joined
us yet, please think about joining
us next time. Pat will confirm the
July date. Thank you to all those
who have already been a part of
this rewarding activity. Please
remember to bring small gifts
such as tissues, small stuffed
animals, jewelry, wipes, note
pads, jewelry, etc.
Our Communion breakfast on
Sunday, June 9, was a big success.
Chrissie and Pam were the chairs.
The Mass was offered at
Immaculate Conception Church
by the Pastor, Father Miroslaw
(Mirek), and concelebrated by our
Chaplain, Fr. Kearney.
Immediately after the Mass, we
had a delicious brunch at Ole
Savannah. Fr. Kearney, Fr.
Scafidi and Fr. Maichiki joined
us. Thank you, Chrissie and Pam,
for making this spiritual/fun event
possible.
Chrissie and Pam are planning a
fundraising lasagna dinner for
September 14 at the VFW on 9W
as a half-way to St. Patrick’s
celebration. More information is
forthcoming, and tickets will be
going on sale. If anyone attended
last year, they can attest to the fact
that the food (made by members)
was delicious, and the event was
very successful! Pam and
Chrissie, we love all your
innovations, your creativeness,
your enthusiasm and your skill to
get us involved. You are the best
dynamic duo (and you even look
alike LOL)! Thank you for all
you do!

We are so excited that again this
year, Rose Ferraro-Bruck will be
taking on the mammoth task of
being in charge of the 20-week
club. It is our biggest fundraiser.
Three tickets will be mailed to
members who did not get them at
the picnic. Rose’s e-mail address
is rmfstb@hvc.rr.com if you need
to get in touch with her, and you
may return money for the tickets
at a future meeting or by mailing
checks to Rose at 5 Hillsworth
Avenue, Kingston, NY 12401.
Missy Harjes will be helping Rose
as in the past. Rose, you are the
reason that we have been able to
carry out our mission so
successfully in the past years
because of your willingness to
take on this endeavor. THANK
YOU!
Pat Schiskie and Ginger Mills
have volunteered to be
chairpersons for the 2019 Hooley
on the Hudson on September 1.
There will be lots of things to do,
so please plan to help in any way
you can. There will be a Hooley
meeting on Tuesday, August 6, at
6 p.m. at the VFW. Please
contact Pat Schiskie (845-3317370) if you would like to help.
We are seeking gift cards from
local establishments for anyone
who is willing to reach out. The
Hooley is our second largest
fundraiser. Please consider giving
an hour or two of your time so
that it will be as successful as in
the past! It is a great time to
flaunt our Irish pride!
We now have a Facebook page!
Its title is “Ladies Ancient Order
of Hibernians Division 5 Ulster
County.” All members are invited
to look and join. It is a place we
can share information and

pictures! Thank you, Pat Clausi,
for creating this for us! It surely
will become a big part of the
LAOH!
REMEMBER THESE DATES
Please always remember to reach
UPCOMING EVENTS
out to our membership if you need
prayers or some kind of help. At
one time or another, we all need
assistance. Please notify Jean
Steuding (331-0386 or
jjsteuding45@hvc.rr.com) if you
HOOLEY ON THE HUDSON™
want a member’s name included
SUNDAY
in the newsletter. At this time,
SEPTEMBER 1, 2019
please pray for Joan Duffy,
11:50AM TO 9:00PM
Roseann Harominek and Lori
Manfro (Sue Manfro’s daughterin-law). One of our beloved
sisters, Joan Ann Mahoney went
home to God this week. Joan Ann
was a long-time member of the
LAOH, and she had moved to
Virginia several years ago. She
loved the LAOH, and although
she no longer lived here, a big
part of her heart was always with
us. She kept in touch and loved to
reconnect with friends when she
came home. To the Mahoney
family and all of Joan’s extended
family, especially Jean van
Hoesen and Pat Gilligan, we send
our sincerest condolences. We
know that God has a place for her
and that those who have gone
before her (especially Wing) will
welcome her with open arms.
Rest in peace, our sister! Ginger
Mill’s mom also recently went
home to God, and we send our
love and sincerest sympathy to
Ginger and her family. Rest in
peace, mom of our sister!
Thank God for the blessings and
freedoms we enjoy every day of
our lives! Happy Independence
Day! PRAY FOR PEACE!

P.O. Box 2026
Kingston, NY 12402

Hibernian Motto
Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity
(Cairdis, Aontacht agus, Chríostaí
Carthanais)
Keep the Faith
(Coinnigh an Faith)
Is Cuimhin Linn
(We Remember)

