Care for Creation Parish Consultation Meetings

August 8" and 9", Michael Monette Facilitator, Greg Mathieu Pastoral Council Chair, Fr Adolphus

AGENDA
Introduction
Why Are We Here?

Circle Discussion

Summary
Next Steps
+- Like - Concern
1. Kateri 1. Hearallvoices
2. Carefor Creation Fund 2. More time to learn about project and
related topics, post pictures (3x)
3. Create a Presence for Kateri 3. Costto Reach Completion — Need for
SMART Goals, take the Concept to
Completed Plan
4. Pastorin Support of Kateri 4. Any work conducted by accredited
personnel, adhere to Building Code,
Insurance requirements
5. Show Culture of Caring and Concern - 5. Conflict with Under One Roof (Diverting
Aboriginal People’s, All People funding away from UoR)
6. Relationship with Indigenous Peoples - 6. Understand Indigenous Reconciliation
St. Basil’s demonstrating action in a Fund IRF, any constraints on funds use,
visual and tangible fashion changes
7. Reconciliation —showing to the 7. Whatis the Kateri Role? What is the
community attention and action Indigenous Role? Who has been
regarding reconciliation engaged?
8. FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE FROM 8. Whatis the space capacity for that
SUNDAY MEETING room # of people (Building Code, Fire
Code)
9. Indigenous Relations Council (IRC) - 9. Does the seating idea work given the
alignment font in the center blocks the view of
people sitting opposite sides
10. Caters to the Youth - setting an 10. Is the font going to be moved? It cannot
example and education be moved, copyright law for liturgical
objects
11. Archdiocesan support, Indigenous 11. There was survey taken in the past,

Catholics of The Archdiocese of Ottawa
support

yellow notes were taken during
previous committee work regarding
Care for Creation projects —what did
that survey show?




12.

“Pretty it up” — make the space more
presentable

12.

Maintenance requirements for the
Baptistry in the proposed configuration
(plants, cleaning, anything else) — what
are they and who will do them, any
cost? (2x)

13.

Create something lasting, permanent,
welcoming message

13.

Small space —what can actually be fit
into that space —is the stated set of
goals achievable in such a small space

14.

Enable a quiet space — contemplation

14.

Environmental — heating/cooling (2x)

15.

Educational - Information sharing,
visuals, books (mini library on topic)

15.

FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE ADDITIONAL
NEW ITEMS FROM SUNDAY MEETING

16.

Creates an ongoing presence
demonstrating attention to
Reconciliation, addressing rights issues
in a visible way

16.

What is going to happen with the
sacred oils in the cabinet?

17.

Option A approach within the 22K
budget — clean up the walls, paint,
artwork, plants, chairs, inherent
structure of baptistry remains so future
proof (preserves font, gate, any
liturgical artefacts retained)

17.

Is the Indigenous community seeking
indoor our outdoor spaces? (e.g.
Healing Circle below tree in courtyard)

18.

Funds $22K have been received — use
them to complete Option A

18.

For larger groups what about a larger
space — is something else possible?

19.

Focus on Reconciliation — multiple
votes

19.

Usage of the Space — any type of formal
programming for guiding people in the
space, events? Cost and Effort?

20.

Creates favourable first impression
upon entering church, welcoming
community, Care for Creation

20.

Cost for paint (and who); cost for heat
(how and what); cost for sound
materials (how and who)

21.

21.

Specific Project Plan with tasks,
timelines, roles and responsibilities,
timing (SMART)

22.

22.

Can the spend be held to $22K? If
more, exactly how much more? Unclear
what the other work entails, time, cost,
who, when, how

23.

23.

What are the plans to encourage
usage?

24.

24.

What about using the space as it was
once used as a Holy Lady’s Chapel?

25.

25.

Concern that St. Basil’s is not
welcoming to Indigenous groups

26.

26.

location does not serve those who are
not geographically nearby (e.g. rural)




PARKING LOT ITEMS - Important to Address but tangential to the Care for Creation Baptistry
Proposal

1.

St. Basil’s community paying attention to Indigenous Rights and Concerns

2. Alternate Proposal for a Healing Forest / Healing Circle — space between the church and
rectory under the tree for gathering in a circle in an outdoors environment

3. Learning about the rules relating to the care of Liturgical Artefacts (e.g. the Baptistry font
and linked wall mounted candle holders and Baptistry swing gate doors)

4. Archdiocesan role in seeking Care for Creation Funds / IRF process

5. Foster Information Sharing, website, encouragement to access information, surfacing the
extensive knowledge held by parishioners for common access

6. Synodal Ministry —learn more about this Ministry

7. Laudata Si- make available information about groups that are still meeting, in particular,

the Indigenous Group is still meeting (who, when, what is discussed, sharing of learnings)




Additional Q&A Content

No, a parish cannot unilaterally stop an approved

Indigenous Reconciliation Fund (IRF) project and keep the funds to spend on a different

idea chosen by parishioners. IRF grants are legally and morally tied to specific, locally
approved proposals co-developed and vetted with Indigenous partners (First Nations,
Métis, or Inuit). [1, 2]

Rules on Stopping or Changing Projects

No Unilateral Changes: The IRF operates under strict oversight by local
Diocesan/Regional Reconciliation Committees and the national Indigenous
Reconciliation Fund board, where a significant portion of members are
Indigenous leaders. Funds are disbursed based on a formal agreement for a
specific project. [1, 2, 3, 4]

Indigenous-Led Focus: Priorities must be determined in direct consultation with
local Indigenous communities. A pivot driven purely by a parish's parishioners—
without the consent of the Indigenous partners and the diocese—uviolates the
core criteria of the fund. [1]

Return of Unspent Funds: If an approved project is canceled or cannot proceed
as agreed, the parish is generally required to notify the diocesan reconciliation
committee and return the unspent disbursed funds. [1, 2]

Next Steps for the Parish

Consult the Diocese: The parish leadership must immediately contact their local
diocese or regional reconciliation committee administering the IRF to explain that
the original project is stalled. [1]

Propose a Formal Amendment: If the parish wishes to pursue a different
initiative, a new or amended project proposal must be submitted and approved
through the formal review process, which requires re-engagement and
agreement from local Indigenous partners. [1, 2, 3]
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https://irfund.ca/en/funding/
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