
First Sunday After Christmas 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 

 
The Life and the Work of the Church  
     
Centring Music     Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming 

Attributed to: Michael Praetorius arr. Glenn Parsons 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
The circle of the year is upon us again. 
Endings and beginnings, changes and transitions. 
The circle of the year is upon us again. 
But in all of the change, there is one sure thing,  
God is present. 
God is present. 
We are not alone. 
We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Opening Hymn   What Child Is This (Voices United 74) 

Traditional English arr. Glenn Parsons 
Words: William Chatterton Dix ca. 1865 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
1 What child is this, who laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 
 Refrain This, this is Christ the King, 
   whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
   haste, haste to bring him laud, 
   the Babe, the Son of Mary! 
 

2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading.  Refrain 
 
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, one and all, to own him. 
 The King of Kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him.  Refrain 
 
A Christmas Prayer 
 
Scripture Reading Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) 
 
Reflection    “The Missing Manger” 
 
Hymn Of the Day All Poor Ones and Humble (VU 68) 

Words: v.1 Katharine Emily Roberts 1927, alt.; v. 2 Willaim Thomas Pennar Davies 1951 
Music: Welsh carol; harm. Erik Routley 1951 

Words copyright © 1928 Oxford University Press (v. 1) 
 © W.T. Pennar Davies (v. 2.)  Harmony copyright © Oxford University Press 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 

1 All poor ones and humble and all those who stumble, 
 come hastening, and feel not afraid; 
 for Jesus, our treasure, with love past all measure, 
 in lowly poor manger was laid. 
 Though wise men who found him 
 laid rich gifts around him, 
 yet oxen they gave him their hay, 
 and Jesus in beauty accepted their duty; 
 contented in manger he lay. 
  
 
 
 



 Refrain Then haste we to show him 
   the praises we owe him; 
   our service he ne'er can despise; 
   whose love still is able 
   to show us that stable, 
   where softly in manger he lies. 
 
2 The Christ Child will lead us, the Good Shepherd feed us 
 and with us abide till his day. 
 Then hatred he'll banish; then sorrow will vanish, 
 and death and despair flee away. 
 And he shall reign ever, and nothing shall sever 
 from us the great love of our King; 
 his peace and his pity shall bless his fair city; 
 his praises we ever shall sing.  Refrain 
 

A New Year’s Blessing 
 
Invitation to Offering  
 
Offering Music     When a Child Is Born 

Words and Music: Ciro Dammicco 
 
Choral Response   In the Bleak Midwinter (VU 55, v.4) 

Words: Christina Georgina Rossetti ca. 1872 
Music: Gustav Theodor Holst 1906 

 
 What can I give him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
 yet what I can I give him - give my heart. 
 
Offering Prayer    
 
 

Joys and Concerns 
 
Pastoral Prayers and The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Parting Hymn    Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

(Voices United 36) 
Words: James Montgomery 1816; Music: Henry Thomas Smart 1867, alt.; desc. Ruth Girard 1994 

Copyright © 1996 Ruth Girard 

Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

1  Angels, from the realms of glory, 
 wing your flight o'er all the earth; 
 ye who sang creation's story, 
 now proclaim Messiah's birth: 
 
 Refrain come and worship, come and worship, 
   worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 
2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 
 watching o'er your flocks by night, 
 God with us is now residing, 
 yonder shines the infant Light:  Refrain 
 
3 Sages, leave your contemplations; 
 brighter visions beam afar; 
 seek the great desire of nations; 
 ye have seen his natal star:  Refrain 
 
4 Saints before the altar bending, 
 watching long in hope and fear, 
 suddenly the Lord, descending, 
 in his temple shall appear:  Refrain 
 
Sending Forth 
 
 



Choral Response Go, Tell it on the Mountain 
(Voices United 43, Chorus) 

Words: John Wesley Work II 1907 
Music: African American spiritual 19th century, arr. United Reformed Church (U.K.) 

Arrangement Copyright © United Reformed Church. Used by permission. 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A- 605244. All rights reserved. 

 
 Go, tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and everywhere. 
 Go, tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born. Repeat 
 
Postlude Joy To The World 

Word: Isaac Watts Music: George F. Handel arr. Glenn Parsons 

   
 
 

Worship Leader – Pastor Beth Parsons 
Music Leadership – Glenn Parsons 

The Life and the Work of the Church – Laurie Mueller 
Scripture Reader – Ron Childs 

Offering Invitation and Prayer –Alan Priestley 
Greeters – Willa Burke and Blyth Hughes 

Technical Support – Rob Glenn and Louise Johnston 
Fellowship Time – Men’s Breakfast Group 

 


