AFFECTED ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
As the Public Art Centre re-opens, our priority is the safety
of all visitors and staff. We want to welcome you in a
safe environment so you can reconnect with the remarkable art and artists in our current exhibitions.
Following Public Health and government guidelines,
new protocols are in place. Thank you for your patience
and cooperation.
Planning Your Vsit:

· All visitors must self-assess before visiting the Public Art
Centre. Please stay home if you are not feeling well.
Jean Spence, Back Garden, 1983

PUBLIC ART CENTRE GIFT SHOP STORE
The Gift Shop at the Public Art Centre is situated in close
proximity to the reception desk therefore the Gift Shop
will be closed until further notice unless pick up has been
arranged. You can also take the opportunity to shop on
our online store. Please take some time and visit the
great biographies of our gift shop artists too.

· Please visit Ontario Health West for their online assessment tool. https://covid19checkup.ca/
· Visitors are strongly encouraged to wear self-provided
masks.

As the St. Thomas-Elgin Public Art Centre reopens to the public, we celebrate our amazing permanent collection. Selections will include wonderful examples of portraiture, contemporary landscapes, abstract paintings and
drawings including, Painters Eleven, and some
new acquisitions.

Public tours, programs and special events are postponed until further notice, as guided by the Provincial
Public Health and the provincial government. This includes all social events, fundraising events, on-site educational school programs and exhibition openings.

· The Public Art Centre will limit the building’s capacity
and use signage to prevent congestion.
· All visitors must maintain a two-metre distance from
each other. Household groups may remain together.
Children must stay with an adult at all times.
· No running in the facility.
· We encourage visitors to follow a one-way designated
path when entering and exiting the gallery spaces.
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· Gallery Three is limited to two visitors, unless the group
is from the same household.
· A hand sanitation station has be placed at entry and
stringent cleaning practices will be in place throughout
the Public Art Centre.
· The public washroom in the Public Art Centre will be
closed.
· Elevator will not be in use to the public.
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The Art, Trees & Trails
project, is a community
-wide collaboration with
partners including the
St. Thomas-Elgin Public
Art Centre, Kettle Creek
Conservation Authority,
Catfish Creek Conservation Authority, and St.
Thomas Elevated Park.
This project will bring
historic and contemporary artwork from the Art
Centre permanent collection to our beautiful
local trails and Elevated Park through the installation of attractive signs that feature high quality
reproductions of many of our landmark paintings. The “Art, Trees & Trails” project has been
generously funded with $115,000 by the Estate
of Donna Vera Evans Bushell

Many of you are aware that the Public Art Centre houses a permanent
art collection consisting of approximately 1900 works of art. What you
may be less familiar with are the artists’ archives we maintain with the
collection. These archives contain primary source documents (letters,
reports, notes, memos, photographs) that have been entrusted to the
Public Art Centre over the course of the past 50 years and offer wonderful insights into the personal and professional lives of our communitie’s finest artists. One such artist is Carolyn Curtis.
Carolyn Curtis was born in St. Thomas, Ontario in 1903. She attended
Wellington Street School, St. Thomas Collegiate Institute and Alma College, before completing a 4 year program at the Ontario College of
Art, where she studied under J.E.H. McDonald, Arthur Lismer and several other prominent Canadian artists. For many people, Carolyn Curtis is
remembered as a watercolourists, but she also excelled at printmaking, etching and lettering. Clark McDougall considered her one of the
top two lettering artists in Canada and following the end of World War II
she was commissioned to do many honour roles, books of remembrance and illuminated certificates.
The same careful attention to detail that Carolyn Curtis applied to her
lettering and etching, was also utilized in her record keeping as an artist. Throughout three small binders the artist chronicled every painting
she sold between 1946 and 1991, often recording the purchaser, the
price and the occasion for which it was purchased. Throughout her
rough work, the artist made countless notes about colour choice, improvements and changes to be made to the final piece and the number of hours spent on the work. All of these things offer a wonderful
glimpse into the mind of the artist, her process and the meticulous nature she brought to her work.
To learn more about Carolyn Curtis
and other artists in our collection, visit
our website www.stepca.ca

For a number of years after it’s founding, the
Women’s Committee was the fund-raising arm
of the Public Art Centre. In addition to countless
events, the committee also published three
popular cookbooks. These cookbooks presented
hundreds of recipes, that in turn inspired countless stories of meals enjoyed with family and
friends. We would like to share both with you.
“I was in high school when What’s Cooking at the
Art Gallery? was published in 1974 and the first
printing sold out quickly. (It was several years before I was given my own well-loved copy.)
However, some of the recipes, quickly, became
must-haves at family and holiday gatherings
and, over the years, have been shared on everything from handwritten recipe cards to social

Art has an incredible ability to unify. Supporting
the mission of the Public Art Centre, especially
“encouraging the appreciation for and supporting the practice of the visual arts in St. Thomas
and Elgin County”, the “Art, Trees & Trails” project
will allow us to engage with the community outside the walls of the Public Art Centre, promote
art education, and add to our visual environment in places where community members and
visitors explore nature.
Clark McDougall, Above the Lookout,1958

media. Ritzy Broccoli Casserole is one of those
favourites! It is, always, a hit at potluck dinners
and is a tasty side to any meat.
The one change that my family has made to
the original recipe is how the broccoli is cooked.
Raw broccoli flowerettes have replaced the
package of frozen broccoli. We cut a bunch of
fresh broccoli into bite-sized pieces and add it
to the cream of mushroom soup, mayonnaise,
and shredded cheddar cheese mixture. Either
way works … it is really all about the Ritzy, buttery
topping! Bon Appétit!”
- Laurie Shiell

·

1 large package frozen broccoli, cooked
& drained

·
·
·
·

1 can cream of mushroom soup

Fresh strawberries are one of the most delicious
ways to signal the arrival of summer!

·
·
·
·
·
·
·

1 baked 9” pie shell
2 cups fresh strawberries (left whole)
2 cups fresh crushed strawberries
1 cup sugar
½ cup water
2½ tablespoons cornstarch

½ teaspoon butter
Fill pie shell with whole berries. Mix together
crushed berries, sugar, water, cornstarch and
butter and boil 2 minutes. Pour over whole berries. Chill.
- Marg Gelately

1 cup mayonnaise
1 cup old cheddar cheese, grated

20 Ritz crackers, crushed and mixed with
¼ cup melted butter (topping)
Mix and bake in casserole dish for 30 minutes at
350º
- Carol Sifton

Essential to the success of any organization is the ongoing cooperation of its
supporters. The Art Centre wishes to
thank the City of St. Thomas, the County of Elgin, its membership, donors,
grantors, and sponsors for their generous support.
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