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St. Thomas, Woodlawn - Over a Century of Service

As we celebrate the seventieth anniversary of the
building of St. Thomas Church we look to our past and
commemorate the faithful clergy and people who have worshipped
God and carried out the ministry of the Church for over a
hundred years in Torbolton township. 1In the earliest days of
settlement in the township the clergy who came to minister to
the people were missionaries who visited congregations over a
large area of Carleton county and western Quebec. The Parish
of March was established as a result of their efforts and the
people of Torbolton received their ministrations.

At the same time, the Church of England missionaries
in Pakenham ministered to the people of Fitzroy Township and
founded congregations on the Ninth Line and in the then impor-
tant village of Fitzroy Harbour resulting in the building of
St. George's Church in 1863. The Rector of Fitzroy Harbour
assumed the pastoral oversight of the Torbolton congregation
and land for a church on the Second Concession was given by
James and Susan Abbott in January 1872. This location was
not used and a more suitable site was purchased from John
Hedley and his wife Ann Amelia for one dollar in February 1874.
This was part of Lot Ten in the Third Concession, the land being
sold to the Incorporated Synod of the Diocese of Ontario and
the United Church of England and Ireland for the erection of a
church building, "the sittings of which church shall be free
forever and for a burial ground in connection therewith".

A small frame church building was erected upon this
site and it is shown in the 1879 Belden Atlas. The Petition
for Consecration was sent to Bishop Travers Lewis signed by the
Rector, John W. Weatherdon as well as William Humphries, Thomas
Vance, William Wilson, John Hedley and Thomas Wetherley. The
first St. Thomas was consecrated and '"set apart from all profane
and common uses, for the ministration of God's Holy Word and
Sacraments, according to the rites and ceremonies of the Church
of England and no other, by the name of St. Thomas' Church".
This document was signed by the Bishop of Ontario on September
20, 1882. The Diocese of Ottawa was later formed in 1896.

The Vestry minutes we now have do not begin until
1900, but they show a constant need for repairs to this building
until, in 1908, the minutes state that '"matters relative to a
new church were brought up" and a Building Fund was established
which steadily increased. A list of specifications was drawn
up in August 1910.

Vestry minutes over the years give many interesting
insights into the life of the congregation, both before and
after the building of the present church. At the 1910 Vestry
Meeting, it was moved to join St. George's Boat Excursion and
a letter from the Bishop was read regarding the possibility of
St. Paul's, Ninth Line joining the Parish of Antrim. No further
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action appears to have been taken. In 1913 the Rector's Stipend
was $378.00 per year. In 1914 a Building Committee was elected,
consisting of the Wardens, Frank Weatherdon and Peter Wilson,

as well as Henry Poole, James B. Wilson, J.A. Baird, and James
Brown. In 1915 this 1list changed to include Justin Davis and
W.J. Major. B, Wilson and J.A. Baird were the church wardens.

The year 1915 was an eventful one. The o0ld church
was moved out of the way in May to allow for building of the
new church and on Dominion Day, July 1lst, the cornerstone was
laid by Bishop John Charles Roper. Present were Archdeacon
McKay, Rural Dean Whalley, and the Reverends Pick, Osborne,
Ivesen, Wemberly, Turley, MacMorine, and the Rector, Franklin
Clarke. "The silver trowel was presented to the Bishop as a
memento. On Sunday, December 12, the last service was held in
the old church at 10.30 with 105 people present. On Tuesday,
December 14 the o0ld church was deconsecrated at 10.30 a.m.
by Bishop Roper and the new church was opened and consecrated
at 7 p.m., being debt-free, a great achievement. The congrega-
tion numbered 225 with 105 communicants, it also being a service
of Confirmation. Assisting the Bishop and the Rector were The
Reverends Thomas Iveson as preacher and R.S. Jones. The
financial statement at the Easter Vestry of 1916 shows a total
expenditure of $7077.59 with a balance of $87.93.

It is worth noting that subscriptions were raised from
the congregation of Fitzroy Harbour, Ninth Line, South March,
and Antrim, with Fitzroy Harbour's as the largest. The west
window showing Jesus with the children was purchased with money
raised by the children of the congregation and its cost was
$140.75.

The Baptismal Register shows the last baptism in the
0ld church was that of Emma Lillian Styles, daughter of Edward
Styles and his wife Maud Findlay. The first baptism in the
new church on January 23, 1916, was that of Catherine Sheila
Lorie, daughter of Thomas Wilbert Lorie and his wife Jessie
Weatherdon. A few months later Ernest George Baird and David
Arthur Buck were baptised on April 30, 1916. The Marriage
Register shows the first wedding as that of Robert Hamilton Hill
and Mary McMay Amm on April 26th, 1916.

Those confirmed at the last confirmation service in
the old church on July 11, 1915 were: James Irwin Poole,
William Henry Poole, Roland Robert Buck, William Percy Buck,
Stephen Alfred Vant (sic), Joseph Willetts, Robert Austin
Nesbitt, James Edward Wilson, Walter Arnold Hicks, John Francis
Carr, James Leonard Hicks, Levina Vance, Edith Pearl Hicks,
Olivia Jane Wilson, Margaret Elizabeth Dolan, Ada Muriel Davis,
Susannah Poole, Helen Jessie Amm, Sarah Caroline Wilson, Jessie
Isabel Armstrong, and Emily May Buck.






