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Reflection for June 21, 2020 
Father’s Day/Indigenous Day of Prayer 

 
Today is a busy day on the calendar. I want to start by acknowledging both 
Father’s Day and The Indigenous Day of Prayer.  

Now, let’s dive into the Genesis passage. 

Abraham and Sarah’s story reads a bit like a soap opera. One preacher I know 
referred to Abraham’s family as a ‘hot mess’. Today we will concentrate on Hagar, 
the Egyptian slave girl - someone who is oppressed and has little choice in the 
events of her life. Amanda Grimes, in her article “Reinterpreting Hagar’s Story” 
(see references for links) understands Hagar as a colonized person, in the sense 
that her identity and humanity mean little to either Abraham or Sarah.  

Last week we heard Sarah laugh, as God promised that she would be a mother. 
But time passes and nothing happens. Now remember, in those times, a woman’s 
value was based on her marriage and her children. In some ways, not much has 
changed. A woman without kids is still often made to feel less than. Sarah must 
have felt incredible pressure. I can see her falling into thinking that God helps 
those who help themselves. After years of frustration, Sarah resorts to rectifying 
the situation, without God’s help. She uses her young Egyptian slave, Hagar, as a 
surrogate. Hagar is not consulted, why would you consult a slave? Hagar becomes 
involved in the story because Sarah sees her as the answer to the problem of 
bearing children. Sarah’s power is demonstrated by her ability to make decisions.  

On this Indigenous Day of Prayer, I can’t help but think of how colonizer in Canada 
stripped the indigenous peoples of this land of their ability to make decisions and 
control their own lives. As members of the United Church of Canada, we have to 
comes to terms with how an institution we value and love could be part of 
removing indigenous children from their mothers and fathers, and subjecting 
them to the horrors of Residential Schools. We have apologized, now we have to 
start putting that apology in action, and stop being complicit in systems of White 
Privilege. On Saturday, I was part of a General Council Zoom meeting. We 
gathered to discuss a proposal called “Towards an Anti-Racist Denomination”. The 
good news is that we are baptized into new life, we believe in a God of grace and 
new possibilities. We can chose to be better, to walk with Christ – who always 
walks with the oppressed. 
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When Hagar does become pregnant, things only get worse. Both women are 
hurting. Sarah realizes that her way of getting a baby has failed - it didn’t diminish 
her barrenness but only magnified it. We can imagine Hagar’s suffering, how 
dehumanizing it is to be used by Sarah and Abraham, even though the text does 
not describe it in detail. Hagar reacts to Sarah’s harshness by doing something of 
her own volition. She chooses to leave. This action is a strong statement against 
her situation - if she is willing to risk her life as well as the baby’s to find a better 
situation. 

Alone and in the wilderness, a messenger of the Lord comes Hagar. The angel tells 
her to go back to Sarah. Why Hagar is instructed to go back has been debated, 
with no clear answers. It goes against what we in the modern day would counsel, 
going back to the abuser and oppressor doesn’t seem rational, or loving on God’s 
part. It causes the reader to question the very character of God.  

However, the messenger of God does make a promise, one that is familiar, that 
her offspring will multiply. And Hagar wonders at seeing God and living to tell 
about it. It is a privilege that not many have. 

I can only imagine what it was like for her, a colonized woman, one who been 
subjugated, who has had her body used without any input on her part to truly be 
seen and know that she is part of God’s plan. 

So she returns. But Hagar is coming back with the command of God behind her, 
which would have given her a different authority. Hagar bears Abraham a son 
named Ishmael, “God Hears.” 

Years pass and God’s promise comes true. Isaac is born to Sarah and Abraham 
when they are past childbearing years, underscoring the miracle and the 
extraordinary nature of the promise. As a reader, I am rooting for this 
dysfunctional family. I am hoping that their relationship will improve with the 
birth of this promised child, but it only increases the division between the two 
women.  

One day it comes to a head when Sarah observes Ishmael playing with the 
younger Isaac. Sarah thinks Ishmael is mocking Isaac. Once again Sarah is 
offended and quickly assumes that this means that the two children cannot live 
together. She does not simply rebuke Hagar’s son or ask Hagar to deal with him. 
She goes to Abraham and demands that he banish “the son of this slave girl”. She 
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shows her grudge by the way that she identifies Ishmael as being the only the son 
of a slave, with no mention that his father is Abraham, or his mother Hagar. 

Sarah acts as though she believes Ishmael is competing for her son’s inheritance. 
In the ancient world the eldest son inherits. Sarah does not hide her motivation to 
eliminate the competition.  “The son of this slave woman shall not inherit with 
her son Isaac” (21:10) 

Abraham was understandably hesitant. I hope that he was like any good parent 
and he loved both his sons. But Abraham finally relents when he gets a special 
word from God that Hagar and Ishmael will be taken care of by God.  

The water and bread Abraham gives them before they are cast out into the 
wilderness are not enough to survive. Unlike before, Hagar has not chosen to 
leave - she and her son have been sent away, dismissed and dispossessed, likely 
to perish. 
 
There they are in the wilderness, out of water, close to death. In her despair, 
Hagar cries out to God. And here is the good news, Verse 17 tells us that God 
heard the voice of the boy. God promises to make a great nation of him and then 
opens Hagar’s eyes and she saw a well. It is a sign of life. It is hope that her life 
does not have to be mired in the past. Now she is free and has the opportunity to 
become her own master. 
 

The God who saw the burdens and heard the cries of the Hebrew slaves in Egypt, 
the God who came down to save them with a mighty hand, is the same God who 
sees the outcast child, hears his mother weeping, and tenderly brings them to 
water and promises that they too are blessed. That all people and not just a 
chosen few are loved and valued by God, and have a future in God. God saves.  

So, I wonder  
…what cries of the opposed are you hearing? 
…how are you going to show that you care? 
…how you are going to join the divine action of love and compassion and justice 
in the world? 
…how are you going to live hope? 
 

The story ends with hope.  “God was with the boy, and he grew up.” (21:20).    
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On this day, thinking of Hagar, a colonized woman who was used without thought 

her consent by others, on Father’s Day and Indigenous Day of Prayer, with Black 

Lives Matter, memorials for Missing and Murder Indigenous women and Pride 

Month being heard on the streets. Thinking of all the fathers, but especially those 

living in fear for their children… I leave you with a prayer, written by our 

Moderator Richard Bott. 

PRAYER 

Holy One, 
In your image 
You have created humankind, 
in great diversity. 
We give thanks for the 
differences— 
of cultures and ethnicities, 
of histories and life-stories, 
of skin colour and language and 
hearts that love the world. 

We watch in horror as Power 
desecrates Black and Brown bodies; 
walks on their sacredness, 
kills and subjugates, 
in thousands of ways, 
hidden and overt. 
We must not stop at watching — 
held back from right action by our horror 
or seeming powerlessness. 

Grant us hearts that listen and learn; 
egos that are willing to accept 
when our own racism is called out. 

Grant us courage, 
to disassemble the systems, 
the stories, the mythos, 
that privilege whiteness over all others. 
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Give us your Holy Spirit's wind 
to call out racism in all its forms – 
inside our hearts, 
inside the church, 
and in your world, 
give us the strength, 
the wisdom and the will 
to root out White Fragility, 
and White Supremacy, 
so that they would never again do harm, 
never again take away, 
never again kill. 

Help us to be anti-racist, 
in all that we say, 
in all that we do, 
in all that we are. 
It is time. It is well past time. 

God of all creation, 
bless us all with what we need, 
to march on. 
To live this work of anti-racism. 
Today. 
Every day. 
Always. 

In Jesus' name. 
May it be. 

         Nancy Walker 
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